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Sen. Pam Helming, R-54 of Canandaigua, present-
ed a New York State Senate Commendation Award 
to Genevan Ray Ciancaglini at his recent Back the 
Blue benefit for the Geneva Police Department, 
held at Ventosa Vineyards. The Commendation 
Award honors an individual who exemplifies the 
spirit of community, philanthropy, and leadership. 
Ciancaglini was recognized for his leadership of 
The Second Impact, a non-profit dedicated to con-
cussion awareness, his advocacy for young ath-
letes, and his support for local law enforcement, 
firefighters and first responders. “Ray has a fight-
ing spirit that never quits. His leadership inspires 
all of us. I am honored to recognize Ray with the 
Senate Commendation Award,” Helming said.

Special commendation

the families of Cirencione 
and Rago, county offi-
cials, sheriffs from neigh-
boring counties, and nu-
merous officers from law 
enforcement agencies in 
the county and beyond. 
That included Geneva 
and Canandaigua police, 
state police, the U.S. Bu-
reau of Alcohol, Tobacco, 
Firearms and Explosives, 
and the U.S. Secret Ser-
vice.

Opening remarks were 
given by longtime Sheriff 
Phil Povero, who retired 
at the end of 2018 but re-
turned in an interim role 
in November 2021 follow-
ing the resignation of his 
successor, Kevin Hender-
son. Povero will resume 
his retirement at year’s 
end.

Povero hired Cirenci-
one and Rago. He noted 
that Cirencione started 
as a road patrol deputy 
in 2002, was promoted to 
sergeant five years lat-
er and promoted to lieu-
tenant in 2016.

Rago was hired as a 
deputy in 2005 and pro-
moted to sergeant in 
2017.

“These are two dedicat-
ed police officers,” Povero 

said. “I am confident they 
can lead this office into 
the future and protect the 
residents of this county.”

Cirencione and Rago 
praised Povero and Un-
dersheriff John Falbo for 
their leadership during 
what Cirencione called 
a 14-month transition 
period. They also noted 
the firefighters and emer-
gency medical services 

personnel in the county 
who attended the event, 
including a large contin-
gent from the Geneva 
Fire Department.

Cirencione, a Geneva 
High graduate who lives 
just outside Geneva in 
the town of Phelps, has 
been a member of the 
Nester Hose Company 
of the GFD for nearly 30 
years.

“I am so proud to be a 
member of this great or-
ganization,” Cirencione 
said of the GFD before 
addressing his law en-
forcement colleagues. 
“Our profession is more 
dangerous than ever and 
our job is more challeng-
ing for a multitude of rea-
sons.”
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Incoming Ontario County Sheriff Dave Cirencione takes the oath of office 
from county Clerk Matt Hoose during a swearing-in ceremony Wednesday at 
Finger Lakes Community College. Holding the Bible is Cirencione’s wife, Sue.

GENEVA — The Geneva City 
Republican Committee is seeking 
residents in all wards of the city 
who may be interested in inter-
viewing to become a candidate for 
Geneva City Council and/or mayor 
in the November 2023 election.

Potential candidates should be 
registered voters. The committee 
will consider interviewing anyone, 
regardless of their current party 
affiliation and encourages those 
with conservative, common-sense 

viewpoints to get involved to help 
find pragmatic solutions to local 
issues.

The committee’s mission is to 
find qualified local residents who 
are interested in local politics and 
may want to run for city or county 
office, or would like to help candi-
dates achieve their goal of attain-
ing a city or county office. Due to 
deadlines to pass petitions for can-
didates being moved up to March 
2023, it is imperative that the com-

mittee members speak with those 
interested as soon as possible.

Anyone interested in being inter-
viewed to become a candidate for 
elected office or who would just like 
more information on the position, 
or more information about join-
ing the Geneva City Republican 
Committee, should contact Chair-
woman Ethel Peters at 315-789-
1421 or Vice Chair Ben Vasquez at 
315-719-4897 or by email at: BVA-
SQUEZ94@GMAIL.COM

City GOP Committee seeks Council 
candidates for 2023 race

By SCOTT EIDLER

Newsday

MELVILLE, N.Y. — 
Anne Donnelly, the Re-

publican district attorney 
for Nassau County, has 
opened an investiga-
tion into GOP Congress-
man-elect George Santos 
after he admitted to ly-
ing about his work expe-
rience and educational 
background.

Santos, 34, admitted 
Monday to fabricating 
key parts of his resume 
that he had announced 
on the campaign trail, 
including that he did not 
graduate from Baruch 
College, work for Citi-
group or Goldman Sachs, 
or own any properties.

Santos’ admission came 
one week after a New 
York Times report found 
holes in the record he 
touted during his cam-
paign for New York’s 3rd 
Congressional District.

Donnelly, a longtime 
Nassau prosecutor who 
took office at the begin-
ning of the year said ‘the 
numerous fabrications 
and inconsistencies as-
sociated with Congress-

man-Elect Santos are 
nothing short of stun-
ning. The residents of 
Nassau County and other 
parts of the third district 
must have an honest and 
accountable representa-
tive in Congress. No one 
is above the law and if a 
crime was committed in 
this county, we will pros-
ecute it.”

Santos did not respond 
to a request for comment.

Long Island Republican 
leaders, including incom-
ing Rep. Nick LaLota of 
Amityville and Nassau 

County Executive Bruce 
Blakeman, have called 
for a House Ethics Com-
mittee investigation.

Last week, New York 
Attorney General Letitia 
James’ office said it was 
reviewing the matter.

On Tuesday Santos 
said on Fox News: “I’m 
not a fraud. I’m not a 
fake. I didn’t materialize 
from thin air. I worked 
damn hard to get where I 
got my entire life. I made 
some mistakes and I own 
up to them and now I 
want to move past them.” 

Nassau DA opens investigation 
into Rep.-elect George Santos
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U.S. Rep.-elect George Santos, R-N.Y., has admit-
ted to fabricating key parts of his resume.
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