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LOOKING FOR
SOMETHING?

News You Need

Local History

Sunday’s 
weather

High: 36
Low: 33

2-4 inches
of snow later in day

Midday winners
305, 7335

Find all the lottery 
numbers on Page 2A

Wayne County
Linda 
Braun 
looks at 
the his-
tory in the 
town of 
Mace-
don, 
which, 
like Wayne County, 
turns 200 years old 
in 2023.

— Page 3C

Food & fun
The three-day
Finger Lakes

Winter Carnival
continues.

— Find more local 
events on Page 2A

College basketball
Hobart and William

Smith finish up a
two-game home

set with matchups
vs. St. Lawrence.

HS wrestling
The area’s top
grapplers aim
for titles in the

Wayne-Finger Lakes
championships

at Waterloo.

Saturday

ScreenTime TV Guide
Inside today’s edition!

WEBSITE: fltimes.com
FACEBOOK: @fingerlakestimes

TWITTER: @fltimes
TWITTER: @FLTimesSports

Serving Ontario, Seneca, Wayne and Yates Counties   •   128th year $3.00

Sarah Michelle Gellar 

stars in “Wolf Pack,” 

premiering Thursday 

on Paramount+.

‘Wolf Pack’ — Creature 

attacks L.A. traffic jam in 

Paramount+ thriller

3 x 3” ad

3 x 3” ad

2 x 2” ad

2 x 4.5” ad
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RESIDENTIAL. COMMERCIAL . INDUSTRIAL

FINGERLAKESGARAGEDOOR.COM

315-923-7202 TOLL FREE 800-923-DOOR(3667)
10269 Old Route 31 West, Clyde

FREE ESTIMATES ON 

NEW DOORS & OPENERS

Offering Replacements on Springs,

Panels, Seals & A Whole Lot More!

CALL TODAY FOR A QUOTE!

Finger Lakes Monument Co., Inc.

Providing full service to the Finger Lakes for over 20 years.

Family owned. Family operated

3740 Routes 5 & 20

Canandaigua, NY 14424
Bob O’Hora 585-394-1340

585-755-1716

flmonument@yahoo.com

www.fingerlakesmonument.com
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Insight

Guest Appearance
Joe Nacca 
refers to 
a recent 
letter 
writer 
and 
won-
ders how many truly 
know very much 
about the U.S. tax 
code. Plus, Mike 
Cutillo’s “Pub Chat” 
and a “Guest Appear-
ance” by state Sen. 
Tom O’Mara.

— Page 1C

WEEKLY
POLL

A common New Year’s
resolution is, “I will

exercise more in (pick
the year).” How do
you stay in shape?

Visit www.fltimes.com/polls 
and scroll down to answer.

Submitted

Eileen Venuti of Lyons snapped this picture of a pretty crystallized tree in front of her 
house earlier in January. The Finger Lakes Times welcomes readers to send us their 
photos of pets, children, nature ... just about anything you might find interesting, as 
long as they have a Finger Lakes theme. Email the photos with your name, where you 
live, a brief description of the photo and where it was taken to Susan Clark Porter at 
scporter@fltimes.com.

ViewFinder: Nature’s decoration

T he Feb. 7, 1898, edition of the 
Geneva Daily Times reported 
as hilariously funny what 

could have been a dangerous incident.
A horse pulling 

a milk delivery 
sleigh ran amok. 
The reporter 
delighted in 
revealing that 
the owner of the 
horse and sleigh 
was Arthur W. 
Sperry, who had been a village trust-
ee until the previous year:

“Ex-Trustee Sperry’s milk wagon 
was the victim; ex-Trustee Sperry’s 
horse was the horse, and ex-Trustee 
Sperry’s driver the driver. In the ab-
sence of ex-Trustee Sperry the driver 
drove; that is to say he drove until 
a certain house was reached, when 
Mr. Horse took matters into his own 
hands, and the bit in his teeth, and 
proceeded to deliver the milk in short 
order.”

The reporter milked the incident for 
all it was worth, describing the mad 
dash from Tillman to Exchange to an 

A penny 
for your 
thoughts

Linda
Robertson

Geneva in 1898

By STEVE BUCHIERE
sbuchiere@fltimes.com

GENEVA — The last 
four years haven’t been 
the easiest time to be the 
city’s mayor. However, 
that’s not stopping in-
cumbent Democrat Steve 
Valentino from wanting 

to do it again.
Valentino disclosed this 

week that he plans to 
run for another four-year 
term.

“I do intend on running 
in this year’s election,” 
he said. “I remain excited 

By STEVE BUCHIERE
sbuchiere@fltimes.com

GENEVA — He’s got one of the 
most popular restaurants in the 
city and a bustling tavern, but 
Kevin Dombrowski is hungry for 
more.

The owner of The Rusty Pig 
barbecue joint and Hog Wallow 
Tavern, both on Linden Street, 

has opened Heavy Kevi’s Baking 
and Catering Co. at 142 Castle 
St., the former spot of El Rincon-
cito Bakery & Café.

Little renovation was needed to 
get the catering business rolling 
there. Dombrowski bought all of 
the kitchen equipment from El 
Rinconcito’s owner, Victor San-
chez, who has moved back to 
Puerto Rico, he said.

Dombrowski believes great 
workers make great business-
es. A shirt he wore on Thursday 
backed that up. It said, “My em-
ployees are better than yours.”

To ensure success of Heavy 
Kevi’s Baking and Catering Co., 
Dombrowski turned to Joe Felig-
no, a longtime chef who has been 
cooking up good eats at a number 
of Finger Lakes restaurants over 

the years.
“I was born and raised in this 

industry,” Feligno said, noting 
his first job was as a dishwasher 
at his aunt Anne Feligno Brown’s 
Water Street Cafe on Exchange 
Street, which she sold to a step-
son three years ago.

Feligno has worked in kitchens 
ranging from Belhurst to Real 

COOKING UP ANOTHER BUSINESS
Kevin Dombrowski, owner of Rusty Pig and Hog Wallow, unveils catering and baking company

 See GENEVA IN 1898 Page 7A

 See HEAVY KEVI’S Page 7A

Valentino to 
seek reelection
Salamendra 

said she’s not 
running; many 

others have not 
made decisions

 See COUNCIL Page 7A
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Cathleen ‘Cathy’ Eve Troisi
SENECA FALLS — 

Cathleen “Cathy” Eve 
Troisi, 76, 
of Sene-
ca Falls, 
passed 
away 
unexpect-
edly on 
January 
17, 2023, 
in Cohoes, 

N.Y.
Calling hours will be 

Monday (January 23) 
from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m. at 
Doran Funeral Home, 
4 E. Bayard St., Seneca 
Falls.

A Mass of Christian 
burial will be held on 
Tuesday (January 24) at 
11 a.m. at St. Patrick’s 
Church, 97 W. Bayard 
St., Seneca Falls. The 
Mass will also be lives-
treamed; a link to the 
livestream will be avail-
able at Cathy’s online 
memorial at DoranFu-
neralHome.com.

In lieu of flowers, 
donations may be made 
to the Jimmy Fund at 
https://danafarber.jimmy-
fund.org/site/TR?team_
id=20209&fr_id=1200&p-
g=team.

Cathy graduated from 
Mt. Carmel High School 
and then went on to re-
ceive a bachelor’s degree 
from the State University 
of New York at Fredonia 
and a Master’s degree 
from Springfield College 
in Massachusetts. Cathy 
also earned a degree in 
Early Education from 
Cayuga Community 
College. In 1971, Cathy 
opened the Pre-School 
Community for children 
on Fall Street in Seneca 
Falls and later also in 
Waterloo, N.Y. Until its 
closing in 2007, Cathy 
cared for more than 1600 
children, some of whom 
she remained in contact 
with years later.

Cathy married James 
L. Troisi on February 
18, 1969, after meeting 
at Eisenhower College. 
They were blessed with 
the birth of their daugh-
ter, Kimberly Ann (Kimi). 
Cathy was a devoted 
mother to Kimi and 
cherished every minute 
they spent together. Kimi 
predeceased Cathy in 
2007 after a courageous 
fight against cancer. 
Cathy stayed committed 
to sharing Kimi’s story 
and keeping her memory 
alive. Cathy did so in 
many ways but her pri-
mary route was through 
running and connecting 
with people from all over 
the country and world.

Cathy started her run-
ning career in the late 
1980s with her daugh-
ter. It took her all over 
the world and to all 50 
states and D.C., finish-
ing each state (but one!) 

four times. Throughout 
her running career, 
she completed over 400 
marathons, including 
ultra marathons. Cathy 
completed her final race, 
a 5K in Maui with her 
granddaughter, Ash-
ley, just 48 hours prior 
to her passing. Cathy 
was known for push-
ing herself in honor of 
her daughter and also 
acknowledging that noth-
ing is harder than the 
fight against cancer and 
enduring chemo treat-
ments.

Cathy was known by 
many as the “Ladybug” 
lady as she would hand 
out ladybug stickers to 
fellow runners to wear 
in honor of her daughter. 
She was known for being 
kind, compassionate, 
gentle, fierce, loving, 
and incredibly generous. 
She raised more than 
$230,000 for cancer 
research, specifically 
supporting the Dana 
Farber Cancer Institute, 
the Jimmy Fund, Making 
Strides Against Cancer, 
and Building on Love. In 
2018, Cathy was honored 
at the National Women’s 
Hall of Fame, as part of 
Women’s History Month, 
for her fundraising ac-
complishments.

Cathy’s joys of her life 
were her two grandchil-
dren, Ashley and Zachary 
Paton, and was affection-
ately called “Gramme T” 
and “TT.” Cathy spent 
endless hours with Ash-
ley and Zachary, making 
wonderful memories. She 
was proud of all the little 
and big events in their 
lives, and most impor-
tantly loved to see how 
many wonderful traits of 
Kimi were living in each 
of them — their kind-
ness, their beauty, and 
their wisdom.

Cathy was predeceased 
by her parents, Frank 
and Catherine Sigona of 
Auburn, N.Y.; and her 
daughter, Kimberly Ann 
Troisi-Paton of Cohoes, 
N.Y.

Cathy is survived by 
her husband, James Troi-
si of Seneca Falls, N.Y.; 
her sister, Lisa Sigona 
of Auburn, N.Y.; and her 
two grandchildren, Ash-
ley and Zachary Paton 
of Cohoes, N.Y. Cathy 
leaves behind count-
less friends and fellow 
runners from all over the 
country.

To leave online condo-
lences, messages for the 
family, or find additional 
information, please visit 
DoranFuneralHome.com.

Continued from Pages 4-5AOBITUARIES

Violet J. Coombs
WATERLOO — Violet 

J. Coombs, of Waterloo, 
N.Y., passed away Sat-
urday (January 7, 2023) 
at Seneca Nursing and 
Rehabilitation Center, 
Waterloo, N.Y.

In keeping with the 
wishes of the family, 
there will be no calling 
hours. The memorial 
service will be 2 p.m. 
Saturday (January 28) at 
Dansville Kingdom Hall 
of Jehovah’s Witnesses, 
349 Main St., Dansville, 
NY, 14437. Keith Switzer 
will officiate the service. 
Spring burial will be in 
Maple Grove Cemetery, 
Waterloo, N.Y.

In lieu of flowers, me-
morial contributions may 
be made to the Dansville 
Kingdom Hall of Jeho-
vah’s Witnesses.

Violet was born June 
7, 1931, in Warsaw, N.Y., 
the daughter of How-
ard and Cora Morgan 
Gibson. While living in 
the Dansville area in 
her younger years, she 
worked for Blums Shoe 
Factory in Dansville. 
She was a member of the 
Dansville Kingdom Hall 
of Jehovah’s Witness-

es and later became a 
member of the Waterloo 
Kingdom Hall of Jeho-
vah’s Witnesses, while 
making her home with 
her son and daughter-in-
law in Waterloo, N.Y.

She is survived by her 
sons, Edward (Cheri) 
Coombs of Nunda, N.Y., 
Michael (Karen) Coombs 
of Waterloo, N.Y., and 
Jerald (Joan) Coombs of 
North Cohocton, N.Y.; 
eight grandchildren; five 
great-grandchildren; 
sister, Emma Johnson 
of Florida: brother, 
Charles (Roberta) Gibson 
of Dansville, N.Y.; and 
many nieces and neph-
ews.

Violet was predeceased 
by her, husband Wil-
liam A. Coombs; son, 
James Coombs; grand-
son, Branden Coombs; 
and siblings, Eugene 
West, Raymond West, 
Vera Spezzano, Norman 
Gibson, Wilbur “Billy” 
Gibson, Howard Gibson, 
Alfred Gibson and Bob 
Gibson.

Condolences and re-
membrances may be sent 
to www.coegenungfuner-
alhome.com.

alley off Castle Street:
“Mr. Horse left entire 

cans in front of the hous-
es of a few customers; he 
did not stop for quarts, 
and was so careless in 
depositing the cans that 
they were empty when 
found. Pieces of the 
sleigh are being picked 
up this afternoon, all the 
way along his devious 
route. No one was in-
jured.”

The reporter assumed 
his readers would relish 
both the jibe at Arthur 
W. Sperry and the col-
orful description of the 
havoc the horse caused. 
The style is closer to the 
monologue of a contem-
porary late-night comedi-
an than to the journalis-
tic style of 1898.

However, the empha-
sis on mayhem is quite 
typical of the period.

When the Daily Times 
began in 1895, it was 
Geneva’s only daily 
paper. The founder, M. 
Jeremiah Dillon, stated 
the mission in the first 
issue: “the town needs 
... a daily newspaper de-
voted to its interests and 
thoroughly independent 
of politics and selfish 
cliques in its manage-
ment.”

The Geneva Daily 
Times followed the trend 
of the so-called “penny 

press,” which began in 
1833 and was aimed at 
the burgeoning middle 
and working classes. 
These newspapers used 
a new business mod-
el, which depended on 
advertising rather than 
the patronage of political 
and commercial elites, 
as was the norm for East 
Coast newspapers. The 
penny press substitut-
ed the usual partisan 
coverage promoting 
one political party with 
stories about criminal 
mayhem and horrible 
accidents because they 
sold newspapers, which 
satisfied advertisers who 
sought a broad audience 
and did not want their 
brands associated with 
any political party.

The Geneva Daily 
Times devoted signifi-
cant column inches to 
reprinting stories sent 
by telegraph from penny 
presses in other states.

The Jan. 6, 1898, 
edition includes front 
page headlines: “MA-
NIAC’S ACT” about a 
shooting rampage in a 
Des Moines, Iowa, shoe 
store; and “CAR CON-
DUCTOR HELD UP,” 
about a trolley-driver in 
Chicago forced to empty 
his pockets of nickels 
and dimes. “Mourns Her 
Son’s Fate,” tells the poi-
gnant story of a mother 

in Greenfield, Mass., who 
broke down during her 
last visit with her son, 
a convicted murderer, 
before he was hanged. 
On inside pages, readers 
learned that six British 
sailors were killed on a 
ship in Bermuda when a 
yard arm fell on them; a 
mine exploded in Wil-
kes-Barre, Pa.; and a 
sleeping engineer caused 
a train wreck in Kansas.

Stories of crime and 
mayhem were intended 
to inspire pearl-clutching 
and head-shaking among 
middle-class readers, but 
the style was not over-
wrought. The reporters 
adopted a detached tone 
and used unadorned 
prose. The joking style 
used by the Geneva Daily 
Times for this story was 
unusual. Mocking Sperry 
for losing an election was 
kicking a man when he 
was down, but Sperry 
soon regained his politi-
cal prominence, serving 
in the coming decade 
as head of the Common 
Council, Police Commis-
sioner, and an organizer 
of Democratic anti-trust, 
anti-Republican activ-

ists. He was rarely out 
of office, but economic 
pressures forced him out 
of the dairy business. He 
contributed significantly 
to Geneva in its early 
days as a City and he de-
serves to be remembered 
for more than the day his 
horse ran away with his 
milk sleigh.

• We’d love to hear 
from anyone with in-
formation about Arthur 
Winfield Sperry (1855-
1954), his wife Alice, née 
Patchin (1854-1930), 
his son, Clarence (1890-
1909), and daughters 
Mabel (1887-1955) and 
Jesse (1888-1968). You 
can email Linda Robert-
son at lrobertson343@
gmail.com or send a 
Letter to the Editor to 
opinion@fltimes.com.

Linda Robertson is a 
retired faculty member 
from Hobart and William 
Smith Colleges, where 
she started the Media 
and Society Program. 
She has made several 
documentaries about the 
history of abolition in up-
state New York, including 
Geneva.

GENEVA IN 1898
Continued from Page 1A

About this series
Geneva officially became a city on Jan. 1, 1898. 

Linda Robertson’s “Geneva in 1898” is a series 
of articles to mark that 125th anniversary. Each 
column will expand on a snapshot of history as 
reported in the pages of the Geneva Daily Times in 
1898 to provide a glimpse into how Genevans were 
connected to the rest of the world 125 years ago.

Eats, the Geneva meal-de-
livery company where he 
was one of the first em-
ployees.

“I love what I do. I love 
cooking,” Feligno said. “A 
lot of people know me.”

Dombrowski and Felig-
no said they’ve had occa-
sional chats about work-
ing together, but finally 
put something together in 
2022.

“We came close a few 
times over the years,” 
Dombrowski said. “This 
(partnership) is just hand 
in glove.”

The Rusty Pig offers 
catering, but Dombrows-
ki said he’s had to turn 
down many jobs because 
he didn’t have the time. 
With Feligno, he’ll be able 
to expand that side of his 
business, he said.

“Joe will be able to do all 
that,” Dombrowski said. 
“We have several smokers 
here on site (at the Castle 
Street location).”

However, Feligno said 
the offerings will move 
beyond barbecue — from 
your typical catered dish-
es such as pastas to more 
customized offerings.

“I have a very unique 
and diverse culinary back-

ground,” he said. “Our 
catering menu will be our 
template, but if you’ve got 
some ideas, bring them to 
me.”

The Castle Street site is 
where folks can meet with 
Feligno to discuss cater-
ing needs. He said Heavy 
Kevi’s will be able to cater 
anything from birthday 
parties, office gatherings, 
and showers to weddings 
of up to 150-200 people. 
They will also offer small 
parties at the Castle 
Street storefront as well.

The spot didn’t need 
much preparation to get 
rolling. El Rinconcito op-
erated kitchens on the 
first floor and the base-
ment. It’s in the basement 
where the baking was 

done — and where that 
will happen with Heavy 
Kevi’s.

Dombrowski will initial-
ly bake bread and other 
goods for his businesses, 
but will eventually offer 
products to other restau-
rants, as well as retail 
customers.

“My first job was Bagels 
and Cakes,” Dombrowski 
said. “It’s almost full circle 
for the bakery aspect (of 
Heavy Kevi’s).”

He said he’ll be train-
ing his Rusty Pig staff to 
bake. Feligno said baking 
isn’t his thing — it’s too 

precise and unforgiving, 
he explained.

As for what’s next for 
the ambitious entrepre-
neur, Dombrowski said 
Heavy Kevi’s won’t be 
his last business venture. 
However, he believes in 
ensuring the success of 
one business before mov-
ing on to another.

“I’ve got some ideas in 
my mind,” he said. “I’ve 
still got a few tricks up my 
sleeves. I just love doing 
this. It’s so much fun.”

Feligno said he and 
Dombrowski are “really 
stoked” to get rolling.

HEAVY KEVI’S
Continued from Page 1A

Heavy Kevi’s
What: Heavy Kevi’s Baking 
and Catering Co.
Where: 142 Castle St., 
Geneva
Details: Company offers 
catering for gatherings 
large and small, commer-
cial baking operation
Email: heavykevis@gmail.
com
Facebook: facebook.com/
heavykevis

about the city of Geneva’s contin-
ued growth. Getting through covid, 
hiring a city manag-
er and comptroller 
were no easy tasks 
for this Council. I 
am looking forward 
to working closely 
with staff and the 
next City Council to 
capitalize on sever-
al opportunities and 
initiatives that are 
in our future.

“Reflecting on my many years 
on Council, I am nothing short 
of proud to have been part of the 
city’s resurgence.”

As for the eight others currently 
serving, only one who responded to 
an email from the Times is a defi-
nite no. That’s Ward 5 Councilor 
Laura Salamendra, a Democrat, 
who has had numerous disagree-
ments with Valentino and other 
councilors.

“God, no,” she responded. “This 
city is sick. Unfortu-
nately the business 
of the city of Geneva 
only serves business 
owners, lifelong Ge-
nevans, property 
owners and its em-
ployees. The people 
have been left out. 
I thought shining a 
light on the inequal-
ity running rampant here would 
inspire change. I thought folks 
would want to identify and solve 
problems but that’s not how most 

of Council views its role. Most of 
Council thinks it’s about wearing 
rose-colored glasses and standing 
for the Pledge (of Allegiance). The 
real work to transform Geneva will 
take place outside of this dysfunc-
tional Council and that’s where I’ll 
be. As for the next Council, I hope 
the folks running will do their best 
to stop the steady flow of our taxes 
to cops’ bank accounts so we might 
get a little recreation around here.”

Here’s where some others stand:
• Ward 1, Tom Burrall (an inde-

pendent who ran with Democrats): 
“No decision yet.”

• Ward 2, Bill Pealer Jr. (Repub-
lican): Unavailable.

• Ward 3, Jan Regan (Democrat): 
“Serving as a city councilor has 
been a very gratifying experience 
for me, even with the challenges 
we faced as a group. I am current-
ly talking with constituents and 
members of the Democratic Com-
mittee to help decide what I will do 
regarding another run.”

• Ward 4, Ken Camera (Demo-
crat): Unavailable.

• Ward 6, Kyle Brimm (Republi-
can): Running.

• At-Large, Frank Gaglianese III 
(Republican): “I’m not sure about 
running yet. I’ve been talking to 
family, friends and the Republican 
Committee. There are a few op-
tions for me right now.”

• At-Large, Anthony Noone 
(Democrat): “As we are now in our 
fourth year of service, I continue to 
explore the various options I have 
moving forward — running again 
and in what capacity or not seek-
ing reelection. I remain focused on 
my current term on Council and 
addressing the many challenges 

we face as a city.”
City Republican Chairwoman 

Ethel Peters said the selection pro-
cess has begun.

“We do have a committee that is 
looking for candidates,” she said. 
“We’re doing fairly well, but there 
are some gaps. We do have some 
people that I know will get support 
by the full committee.”

She said the GOP will announce 
its slate when it’s set.

Peters noted that the nomina-
tion process has moved from June 
to the end of March, putting con-
siderable pressure on the city’s po-
litical committees to form a slate. 
The dates were changed by the 
state Legislature.

On the Democratic side, Chair-
woman Eileen Buckley said the se-
lection process is not complete.

“We are still recruiting, asking 
current ones for firm decisions, just 
starting interviewing, so no names 
yet,” she said, acknowledging that 
Valentino informed her that he is 
running again.

Valentino and Noone have sided 
with Republicans on a number of 
issues, including the Police Review 
Board, which was disbanded after 
state Supreme Court Judge Craig 
Doran ruled against the local law. 
Valentino was a key vote in the de-
cision by City Council to not appeal 
Doran’s decision, which came after 
the union representing a majority 
of Geneva police officers sued.

Buckley said Valentino’s and 
Noone’s alignment with council 
Republicans on a number of issues 
will be taken into consideration 
when it comes to getting endorse-
ments from the Democratic Com-
mittee.

COUNCIL
Continued from Page 1A

Valentino

Salamendra

Steve Buchiere / Finger Lakes Times

Kevin Dombrowski (left), owner of the Rusty Pig 
restaurant and Hog Wallow Tavern in Geneva, 
stands with chef Joe Feligno in the downstairs 
kitchen at Heavy Kevi’s Baking and Catering Com-
pany on Castle Street.


